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Nestled in the quiet village  
of Semley, set amid the rolling 
Wiltshire countryside, this 
beautifully renovated 19th-
century cottage is the perfect 
escape from the busyness  
of life. Owners Ed and Amanda 
have created a cosy-yet-stylish 
haven here, with no detail 
overlooked, from the freshly-
baked sourdough bread 
provided on arrival, to an iPad 
loaded up with their favourite 
places to visit and eat in the 
area (recommendations include 
Pythouse Kitchen Garden 
with its homegrown menu, 

plus popular country inn The 
Beckford Arms). The comfy beds 
and high-pressured showers are 
also worthy of mention. What 
more do you really need? The 
Craftsman’s Cottage truly lives 
up to its name. Everywhere 
you look are wonderful things 
created by traditional artisans. 
It’s a live-in showroom of 
British craft – be it local art 
and pottery, or tartan blankets 
and beautiful fabrics. Most of 
the items are available to buy 
direct or by introduction from 
Amanda – including her own 
gorgeous ceramics. Whether 
you choose to wrap up and get 
outside to explore this Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty on 
foot, or instead opt to light up 
the wood-burning fire, open a 
bottle of red and chat the night 
away, you can’t help but unwind. 
We did a bit of both and couldn’t 
recommend it more.
Sleeps 6, from £225 per night
sawdays.co.uk

Assemble family or friends for a memorable winter break. Make yourself at home 
at some of these wonderful places around the UK for six people or more.

WELLBEING TRAVEL

Gather together

The Craftsman’s Cottage, Wiltshire
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Despite being just 40 minutes from London by train, this luxury 
barn, situated on the idyllic Green Farm Kent, offers the perfect 
country escape from the Big Smoke. Surrounded by over 12,500 
acres of ancient woodland and pastures to explore, including 
50 acres of the farm’s own, owners Martin and MaryAnn have 
created a wholesome retreat that combines luxury with the great 

outdoors. They already have 
four rosettes and a gold star 
from Visit England under their 
belt, and it’s easy to see why. 
The fabulously-restored 19th-
century barn feels separate 
enough from the main  

Green Farm Barn, Kent 

With the Lake District recently named 
a UNESCO World Heritage site, this 
stunning Georgian retreat is perfectly 
placed for a wonderful winter getaway 
with friends. Boasting both luxury 
and green credentials, the house 
offers everything you could possibly 
wish for – all the while being the only 
carbon-neutral manor in the country. 
Silverholme provides an ideal base 
from which to explore the surrounding 
landscape, and offers breathtaking 
views over Lake Windermere if you 
prefer to enjoy its beauty from indoors. 
Throughout the house, there are 
ample pastimes to keep a big group 
entertained, including a cinema room 
and impressive library stuffed with 
board games, books, magazines and 
walking maps. And for the active in the 
group, there are also outdoor activities 
available, from mountain biking to clay 
pigeon shooting, as well as an abundance 
of scenic long walks. Space is certainly 
not a problem here, and because good 
food is often at the centre of a holiday 
with friends, you can enjoy either 
informal suppers in the kitchen or a 
grown-up dinner party in the grandeur of 
the dining room, which comes complete 
with an antique table and marble 
fireplace. 
Sleeps 18, from £6,999 per week
skyescottages.co.uk 

Silverholme Manor, Lake District

15th-century manor to offer privacy to a group, while still being 
within a short distance of Green Farm’s wellbeing offerings. 
These include morning yoga, home-cooked (and grown) meals 
on request, hot tubs, and an on-site spa, where you can choose 
from a tempting menu of ESPA treatments. For those in the group 
looking for a creative release, Catherine – who looks after the 
community flower and vegetable garden – also offers art classes 
from her studio. A stay here is good for the body and mind – be it 
thanks to the long walks through enchanted woodland, time spent 
in the hot tub overlooking the wild swimming pond, or a sauna 
and massage in the spa.
Sleeps 12, from £1,200 for a three-night stay
greenfarmkent.co.uk 

Silverholme 
Manor, Lake 
District

The Craftsman’s 
Cottage, Wiltshire

Green Farm 
Barn, Kent
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The popular coastal village of Rock is 
often associated with summer, when 
families and watersports enthusiasts 
head here en masse to enjoy sea, sand 
and waterskiing. But for those wanting 
a quieter ‘staycation’ with friends by the 
seaside, winter is actually a wonderful 
time to visit. With fewer people around, 
your group can enjoy peaceful walks 
along deserted sandy beaches and more 
table space at local pub, The Mariners. 
Old Brea Coach House couldn’t be 
better placed: tucked down a private 
road on St Enodoc golf course, at the 
bottom of Brea Hill. The majestic white 
house itself is the sort of place that’s 
made for spending quality time with 
friends and family. The large open-plan 
kitchen and living area manages to be 
smart, spacious and intimate – perfect 
for cooking, sharing meals, playing 
games and socialising – as  
well as enjoying both evening and 
morning sun. In terms of things to  

do, you’re only ever a stone’s throw  
from the golden sands of dog-friendly 
Daymer Bay and a breathtaking coastal 
walk away from award-winning surfing 
beach Polzeath. You can also easily 
hop over to Padstow to sample Rick 
Stein’s famous fish and chips, or head 
further up the coast to Port Isaac – a 
quaint fishing village that’s home to 
Michelin-starred chef Nathan Outlaw’s 
eponymous restaurant.
Sleeps 14, from £2,185 per week 
theoldbreacoachhouse.com

A home-away-from-home is often what we want for a 
weekend away – just one with less mess and more luxury. 
With that in mind, this delightful holiday cottage in north 
Devon ticks all the boxes for a family-and-dog-friendly 
retreat. Not only is it beautifully presented, spacious and 
secluded – tucked away down a long bumpy drive – it also 
has lots to keep adults and children of all ages entertained. 
During the day, there is ancient woodland and rolling 
meadows for the children to play in freely and safely, and 
a treehouse and trampoline in the garden. By night, all 
ages can gather their blankets and hot chocolate and head 

outside to stargaze under a clear night’s sky.  
Or, if you fancy a more ‘hygge’ evening in,  
there are boardgames and books to enjoy in  
front of a roaring fire. 
Sleeps 10, plus cot, from £636 per week
classic.co.uk 

Grascott House, Devon

Old Brea Coach House, Cornwall

Old Brea Coach House, 
Cornwall

Grascott House, 
Devon
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